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Key Points

There is a global problem.
Actions are underway.
Everyone can play a role.
This is important.



The 1.6 billion children of our world 
want to live happy, healthy and 

productive lives.



What Causes Child Mortality?

Almost 11 million children die every year from 
preventable causes.  As much as 1/3 of the causes 

may be related to the environment.

Causes of Death in Children Under Five (yearly)
• 2 million children: acute respiratory disease
• 1.3 million children: acute diarrheal disease
• 1 million children: malaria and other vector 
borne diseases



Sadly, children everywhere face 
environmental threats to their health

Poor environmental 
quality leads to poor 
health in children. Poverty compromises 

both environmental 
quality and health.



1993  Pesticides in the Diets of Infants & Children
1996  Safe Drinking Water Act ,  Food Quality 

Protection Act 
1997  Executive Order of the President and 

G-8 Declaration on Children’s Health
2000 Children’s Health Act
2002  United Nations Special Summit on Children

and World Summit on Sustainable Development
2003 World Health Day
2004  European Environment and Health Ministers

Political Will is a Key Driver



We will give every 
assistance to protect 
children and minimize the 
impact of natural disasters 
and environmental 
degradation on them.

UNGASS outcome 
document, May 2002

The World Speaks Out about 
Children’s Environmental Health



2002 United Nations General Assembly Special Session

2002 World Summit on Sustainable Development

2004 European Health and Environment Ministers

Global Statements to Protect Children 
from Environmental Hazards

1997 G-8 Declaration of the Environment Ministers on
Children’s Environmental Health



The World Acts Out on 
Children’s Environmental Health

We must move children to the centre of the 
world’s agenda.  We must rewrite strategies so 
that investments in children are given priority.

-- Nelson Mandela



• Bangkok Conference
• International Forum on Chemical 

Safety
• Materials and Education of Health 

Care Providers
• Global CEH Indicators

Some Actions….



• ISDE Partnership
• International Pediatric 

Association
• Pan American Health 

Organization
• Workshop on CEH in Central 

Asia
• International Interest Group
• Healthy Environments for 

Children Alliance

And More Actions….



Creating Local Movements….

• European Region
– 1999 London Declaration
– Budapest 2004

• Latin America and Caribbean
– HEMA, PAHO
– Lima 2003, Costa Rica 2004

• Southeast Asia
– 2002 Bangkok Statement

• North America
– 2000 CEC Resolution on CEH
– 2002 Cooperative Agenda



Health and Environment 
Ministers of the Americas

• First Ministerial held in 
Canada, 2002
– Provided support for global 

indicators

• Next Ministerial is Summer 
2005 



Indicators

WSSD launch

The Reasons      
•know the status
•watch the trend
•set and evaluate policy

Implementation



As our data and 
methods improve, we 
will work to develop 
increasingly reliable 
children’s 
environmental health 
indicators that will 
help us in reaching 
our children’s health 
goals.

Christine Todd Whitman



Partnerships Work at all Levels

This collaborative 
effort of three United 
Nations Agencies was 
released at the United 
Nations General 
Assembly Special 
Session on Children, 
in May 2002.



Everyone can play a role

• International Organizations
• Governments 
• Professional Organizations
• Non-Governmental Organizations
• Communities
• Parents and Families
• Children

Everyone at every level can do something to 
improve children’s environmental health.



Pediatric Environmental Health Specialty Units

Promote Children’s Environmental Health
•Education
•Consultation
•Referral

Side Benefit
•Promote networking
•Develop expertise in specialty fields

Potential Global Expansion?



• High level interest in awareness and 
education by non-governmental 
organizations and ministries alike

• Being copied is a complement and an 
accomplishment  
– growth charts for World Health Day and in 

Thailand

Increasing Awareness



There is no task more 
important than 
building a world in 
which all of our 
children can grow up 
to realize their full 
potential in health, 
peace and dignity.

Kofi A. Annan
Secretary General of the United 
Nations



for more information…

www.epa.gov/children
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